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Ollie Rosetta King 
 
Ollie Rosetta King was interviewed on August 11, 1977 at her mother’s home in 

Fresno, California. King was born on July 20, 1918 in Fresno to Lantha and William 
Hamilton. King says that her parents came to Fresno in 1916 when they finally 

found better working conditions in the Valley. King explains how the work and 
school conditions were much better in Fresno than where her parents had migrated 

from. King attended Edison High School and she recalls that during her time there, 
she experienced segregation and eventually left to attend Fresno High. King tells a 
story about when she won a junior tennis cup at ten years old. After graduating 

high school, King went on to work at a black grocery store in west Fresno.  
 

King recalls that the Fresno community thought of Dr. Henry Wallace as a very 
good doctor, and that everyone was upset when he was sentenced to prison. King 
states that she has been a member of the Democratic Party, but she did not take 

on an active role in politics other than voting. King says that black people in Fresno 
played a lot of baseball in Roeding Park for recreation. King recalls the Raisin Day 

Parade and how a Raisin Queen was picked every year for the parade. King does 
not remember there being any segregation or seating arrangements on Fresno’s 
public transportation.  

 
King says that the “ghetto” in Fresno consisted of several races, and that it was not 

only black people living there. King remembers that when the attack on Pearl 
Harbor took place, she reacted in horror and that other people in the community 
reacted similarly. She also says that the internment of the Japanese people was 

one of the most horrible things that had ever happened. King claims that she did 
not think the NAACP was very effective in its earlier years. She talks about “June 

Teenth Day” which is a celebration of the Emancipation Proclamation. King says 
that she left Fresno in 1952 with her husband to go to Los Angeles because there 
were better job opportunities there. King stayed in Los Angeles until returning in 

1975 to stay with her mother. King says she appreciated the Civil Rights Movement 
in the 1960’s and she wishes that she had the courage to join in on the marches. 

King recalls a white police officer from West Fresno who treated the black 
community horribly by talking badly to them and kicking them. 
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