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Antonio Garcia Garcia was interviewed on March 23, 1977. Garcia was born on June 

13, 1905 in Churintzio, Mexico. Garcia says that he came to Madera, California in 
1923 in order to find better work. Garcia describes moving around various cities in 

California, and how he would normally find work on ranches. Garcia mentions only 
getting paid two dollars per day to pick grapes in Sanger. He recalls a few Mexican 
families being in West Fresno when he arrived in 1924. Garcia worked on a railroad 

in Yosemite for one to two years and learned how to line railroad tracks. Garcia 
goes on to recall several Mexican business owners within the Fresno community.  

 
Garcia does not remember facing any discrimination in the United States. He 
discusses the Mexican barrios and how the Sociedad Morelos worked to improve the 

community. Garcia recalls Mexican-American kids in Pinedale teasing him for being 
unable to speak English. Garcia was in Mexico at the time of World War I and did 

not know what was going on in the United States. Garcia was not accepted into the 
Army or the Navy during World War II because of an injury to his hand. Garcia also 
recalls the Prohibition Era and details how he acquired liquor during this time. 

Garcia talks about working in Firebaugh during the Depression as well as how much 
money he made. Garcia says he did not participate in politics because he was not a 

U.S. citizen.  
 
Garcia says he is not good at speaking or understanding English and cites this as 

the reason he never tried to gain citizenship. Garcia talks about political leaders 
who helped the Mexican community positively. Garcia recalls feeling happy after 

World War II was over because everyone he knew came back home. Garcia says 
that after the war, life for Mexicans improved greatly. Garcia briefly mentions the 
Bracero Program and how the program took Mexican men to war. 

 
 

Interviewer: Marie Cassano 
Transcript: 10 pages 
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