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Ralph Castillo was interviewed on August 25, 1977 in Pinedale, California. Castillo 
was born on May 2, 1933 in Hollister, California. Castillo shares that his longest 

place of residence was Malaga, California where he lived for about fifteen years. 
Castillo explains how most of the population in Malaga consisted of Mexicans, and 

he talks about how there was not much to do there for fun when he was young. 
Castillo says that the “pachuco fad” did not affect him while he lived in Malaga as a 
teen. Castillo also explains what being a pachuco meant in his own words. Castillo 

says that the Mexican communities in towns like Selma, Sanger, and Fresno would 
often get in a lot of fights against one another. Castillo used to go to Shafter and 

Wasco to pick various fruits, vegetables, and cotton. Castillo states that he went to 
school until tenth grade, and then he had to drop out so he could go to work. 
 

Castillo served in the Army from 1956 to 1957 and was stationed in Alaska. Castillo 
explains how the Mexican community has slowly been changing. He mentions the 

United Farm Workers’ Union and how workers are making more money than he 
used to in the past. Castillo talks about the work he took up in attempt to stay out 
of the fields. Castillo compares his generation to the current generation and claims 

that the new generation wants everything handed to them, rather than work hard. 
Castillo finishes by saying that Chicano people need to become more educated so 

they can be more successful in life. 
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