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Joe Ybanez was interviewed on August 18, 1977 in Fresno, California. Ybanez was 
born on March 8, 1930 in Tulare, California. Ybanez attended Edison High School 

before he went into the armed services. He was discharged during the Korean 
conflict and resumed his education at Fresno State University. Due to hard times, 

Ybanez had to drop out of college in order to work. He passed the police 
examination and became a police officer for Fresno. Ybanez talks about Sergeant 
Sal Mosqueda and how he spent a lot of his time working with the youth of Fresno. 

He discusses the process of getting a community center named after Mosqueda 
after his death. Ybanez brings up the Latino Peace Officers’ Association and how 

they encouraged Mexican-Americans and Latinos to enter the law enforcement field.  
 
Ybanez recalls his young life during the depression, but says that his father always 

managed to have a job. Ybanez wants the younger generations to maintain the 
Mexican-American culture or else he believes that it will be lost. Ybanez says that 

when Mexican-American families in the valley started to grow up, they moved out 
to southern California. Ybanez discusses working at a raisin packing plant in high 
school where he would make $1.20 an hour. Ybanez says that as a police officer, he 

stresses education to children by telling them that it will open many doors for them 
in the future.  

 
Ybanez also discusses the Pachuco Movement in the 1940’s and says that it was 
much more of a fashion in Fresno. While in Los Angeles, the movement was more 

related to gang activity. Ybanez talks about gang activity in the 1970’s and says 
kids are only in gangs because “crime is profitable.” Ybanez recalls being a part of 

the Catholic Youth Organization before he went into the service. Ybanez elaborates 
on what he thinks about the young Mexican gangs, and how they just need to apply 
themselves in order to accomplish big things. Ybanez also says that Mexican-

American women are going through several changes as they become liberated.  
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