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Andres Jimenez 
 
Andres Jimenez, “a Spanish-speaking senior citizen of Selma, California,” was 

interviewed on November 23, 1977. He was born in El Rey [Sonora], Pinal County, 
Arizona on November 21, 1918. He was one of ten children with four brothers and 

five sisters. Andres was born during the 1918 flu epidemic where his mother was 
the only well person in the household. When the health inspectors came, Andres’ 

mother told them “No, nobody is sick.” for fear that the family members would be 
taken away. Andres’ father came to Texas from Mexico in 1910 as an orphan of 
about 14 years old with two younger siblings to support. Andres describes the 

prejudice his father faced in Texas as a Spanish-speaking Mexican immigrant. His 
father was illiterate and he worked as a miner in Arizona. Andres’ family and a few 

other families left Arizona and settled in Corona, California near Riverside and his 
father began working for a German with an orange orchard. Andres’ older sister 
went to work at the California Sunkist Packing Company. Andres’ father bought a 

lot and built his own house. To supplement his income, they would cut down the old 
orange trees and sell the wood. Andres describes the discrimination the Mexicans 

and Italians faced in Corona.  
 
In the summer, Andres and his family would go to the San Joaquin Valley to pick 

grapes. During the Depression, when Andres was about 12, the family struggled to 
find work. The family picked peas on the coast as far north as Fort Bragg. In 1937, 

they bought a car and a trailer so they could more easily follow the harvest. Andres’ 
family would regularly team up with other Mexican families for support and 
protection. The family eventually joined Andres’ older brother in Coalinga who had 

become a foreman at a cotton ranch. Andres’ left school after eighth grade and, 
along with several of his older brothers, began working in irrigation.  

 
Tired of working long hours for low wages, Andres joined the Army just before 
March 1940. Andres describes his first few weeks in the Army, including basic 

training in Cheyenne, Wyoming. He became a mechanic and truck driver. He was 
about to be released from his 1 year service when WWII broke out and they froze 

discharges. He was part of the invasion of Africa and Algiers for a year, and the 
invasion of Italy for 3 years. Andres discusses discrimination and segregation in the 
Army. He returned to his family’s small ranch in Selma and worked as a mechanic. 

It was difficult to get car parts and repairs were delayed several months. In 1952, 
he began his own auto repair shop. Andres describes the Mexican community and 

businesses that developed in Selma after the war. He describes going to Fresno’s 
Chinatown for supplies twice a month with his family. In later years, Andres 
became involved in the Sociedad Progresita and the Veterans of Foreign Wars.  
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